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August 3, 2005

Dear Friends,

Welcome to my home town of Nashville, Tennessee and Vanderbilt University
for today’s forum, Together, Facing Lung Cancer. Lung cancer is a devastating discase.
It is the leading cause of cancer death in the United States. In fact, about nine in ten
Tennesseans who are diagnosed with lung cancer will eventually die from the disease.
This can and must change.

With the help of organizations like the Lung Cancer Alliance and institutions like
the Vanderbilt-Ingram Céncer Center, we can increase understanding, awareness and
early detection of lung cancer. Early and effective treatment of the disease can
significantly improve survivorship.

We must also provide strong support to those who have been diagnosed with
cancer and their families. I am proud to note that under my leadership, Congress passed
and the President recently signed the “Patient Navigator Outreach and Chronic Disease
Prevention Act of 2005” ‘P.L. 109-18). This legislation will provide support to patients
and their families as they navigate our health care system. This is an important step, but
more can and must be doqe.

Today, you are ta<ing part in a critical dialogue. Thank you for your
participation. Together, we can change lives and improve health care for all.

Sincerely,
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William H. Frist, M.D.
Majority Leader
United States Senate



